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Magalie Roman Salas. Esq.
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Docket Nos. 91-221,87-7, 87-8 and 96-222/
EX PARTE Filing

Dear Ms. Salas:

On behalf of The Christian Network, Inc., I am attaching a letter to the Chairman
filed in connection with the above-referenced matters addressing the issue of the UHF
Discount and the Single Majority Shareholder Rule.

Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission's rules, an original and two copies
of this letter are being submitted to the Secretary's office for each of the above-captioned
dockets. Should there be any questions regarding this filing, please contact the undersigned.
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December 10, 199R

Chairman William B. Kennard
Fedcral CnmmunicatiollJ Commi~sion

1919 M Street, N. W., Room 814
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

i~/::.jUUQ/~ ;
. L ,

The FCC will soon mate scvcnAI important and hilllilric policy deci:lillnll that could hllve a major iwpllCt on
the broadeast indUlltry and TV swiun owners. Thel'e tlCC twn iss\1oS to be decided which arc of pa.niculAr
inlerc~t to me, Tholle are the matters of UHF DiscOUJ'lt and the Single M~OliLy Shareholder Rulol.

As president of The Christian Network-Inc., I aul pal1Jcularly concerned with these ilillUes because of the
pole1ltiol impact they may have on those TV stalioNi lind network OWIlCJll who wort with us in distributing
religious prop-allwung throughout the United StatO$.

For il1lll.ll.nce. the CbristilUl Network: provides 3S hours each weelr. of Christian and family-orieBLcd
programming lo PAXtv. BCQWlC oflhis projraUuning relationship, alillituatiooa with possible neglltive
impaet on PAXlv are very important tn us. AddiliomsJly. 'i':ac ChriJlilUl Network has duzens of other UTili
,tallon affiliates aa'ound the Country, which carry our Pl·ogl1ll1lrnin~. Historically, niche pWgTllmming.
illcluding religious programming and Cb&istian programmiJ18 L'l "ucb. is diaproportionately dcpc:ndenl upon
UHF television stations for distribution. nUlt'1! why it is so imp<lrlant to us dill all advantages currently
el\ioyed by UHF statiOIlS in g~neral. and Christian or family' oriented ~t:ations in particular. are continued.
however smaJl theM: advantases might be.

I rcaliu these issues may appear minor in comparison 10 ulhcr FCC issUCll to be docided. Huwever. I
believe the consequences of a negative decisinn hy rhe Commissiun on the UHF Discount and Single
Ml\iority Shareholder rules L:ould produce a brolldclst marketplace that is UlU'Clponlllve to Ibose emerging
networks who are undertakiu8 to provide more religious and family-uriented televL'Iion programming.

To furtber support the position Sla~ ill his Jetter, I orfer the foUowio! major poilwl of argument in favOI' of
the tJlW DiSCOWlt and Single Majority Shareholder Rules. I urge the Commission to carefully consider the
impact of their decision un these issues, llnd to vote 10 maintain the existing UHl' DiscoUAI. and the Single
Mlijorily Shareholder Rule.

Mqlt''';11 En,. UHf l)UcDunl:

a ThiJ da'Ounr has been in pillce to.. 13 )'ClU'lI and has bocA • major factor in tlll: growth oC UHF
television.

U UHF television Slalioll& continue tll nperllO with technical and economic diSldvantagcs to
VHF IItations as coD.'11Rtently reflcclA;d in ratings disparities.

o DTV ill continuing Lhc UlW handicap with inldequlllC puwer aJlotmen1.ll and cable carrillgc
cannot eliminate mo UHPMW disparity.

A Mbdrtry ofT1l~ Cltr&tliDl Nswod, lite.
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a Retaining the UHF discount llervoS the Commission's uivcnity and competition gnals by
encouraging the developulCnt of emerging networks such III PAX",. WB. UPN. Univision and
Telemundo.

U The emerging Belworks are buill upon UHF sLldions 3nd DllW, to be econmnicaJly viahle, own
II significant portion of thoir distrihution.

II The single IIl11jnrity sharebultlcr rule wiJI pc;rmit the emerging IICtworks IAI hold up to 49% of
the voting stock of a temaJ.c, minority or new entraDt·control1ed sration without haviJIg that
Illation be aurihuuble to Ihe emerging network for either oalinnaJ or local ownership
[llJrpo5es.

Cl 11K: emerging IICtwnrk would provide proaralllming to the stllinn via a Slandlll'c1 Affilial.inn
Agreement

o The emerging network. wnuld work wilh the majority uwnet' to obaain third party (e.g.. bank)
financing for the construction clr PUrchDSC of the station.

u The elM(ging network would out have any option to purchn3c the statlon.
e 'nle lIlation licensee would be provided wirh signifICant time OU Il daily bosis fur the broadclISt

of non·nctwori:. local programming.
U The single IJUljority shareholr.ler would be in control of tin: ownership. programming,

operl'tion Ilnd ultimate disposililln of the slAlion.

Ytlur land consideration of this rcquest is deeply aprrec.iated. II is my hope and prayer tbalthe
Co'omission's secioull reflection of lite poinfS made in this letter will produee II dcci,;ion favonhle to
Chri3tian programmers lIpecificaUy. lUld qualitY taouly Idevision in gcneral.

M~y Godb~ you and give yuu wisdom ill yuur deliberations.

~~
Du.~tiD .Ru*k
President and CEO

DRlcv
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